
SAFE WORK PROCEDURE—DRIVING  
The Diocese takes as the basis of its decision-making with respect to health and safety issues the 
Alberta Occupational Health and Safety Act, Regulations, and Code, and/or such other applicable 
legislation with which it may be required to comply. (Reference: Health and Safety Policy 3.1) 

Parishes are encouraged to give careful attention to situations where workers may need special 
protection, and to adopt written “safe work procedures” as required. (Reference: Health and 
Safety Program 3.1) 

Meetings, driving to distant churches, and pastoral care require that many workers drive in the 
course of their duties. Driving in the course of employment may add new risks to everyday driving 
hazards: tight time schedules, unforeseen demands, working alone and driving in unfamiliar 
areas are factors which should be considered. Employers have a lot at stake every time a staff 
member gets behind the wheel. A driving safety program will help workers become better drivers 
– on and off the job. 

General Guidelines 

• Driving done as part of the ministry of the church is an activity subject to the same health and 
safety scrutiny as activities performed in traditional workplace settings. 

• Do a driving hazard assessment.  

• Consider developing driving and transportation policies (e.g., covering bad weather, long 
days, driving alone, use of cell phones, etc). 

• Ensure drivers have appropriate insurance and valid licenses for the vehicles they drive. 

• Be aware of the impact of your emotional and physical state on your driving. 

• Learn and practice ways to reduce driving stresses. 

• Schedule enough time to drive safely to the next meeting. 

• Follow the rules of the road and be courteous toward other drivers and pedestrians. 

• Consider keeping a first aid kit in your car, and prepare for winter emergencies by carrying a 
blanket, candle, tin, matches, shovel, jumper cables, etc. 

• If you are driving to an unfamiliar area, plan your route in advance. 

• Make sure your vehicle is well maintained.  

• Check road conditions by phone or on the web.  

Make a commitment to engage in training, procedures, and practices that promote safe driving.  


