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HOLY EUCHARIST - 4:30pm 

Celebrant – The Rev. Malcolm Kern 
I bring you good news of a great joy which will come to all the people;  

for to you is born this day a Saviour, Christ the Lord. Luke 2.10–11 

The Gathering of the Community: 
Celebrant:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, And 

the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 
People: And also with you. 

Collect for Purity:   

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 
no secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

Opening Hymn: Good Christian Men Rejoice  
words: 14th century Latin hymn, tr. John Mason Neale music: folk dance 
Public domain performed a Capella by the Wissmann family 

Good Christian men, rejoice with heart and soul and voice! 
Give ye heed to what we say: News! News!  
Jesus Christ is born today! 
Ox and ass before Him bow, and He is in the manger now. 
Christ is born today! Christ is born today! 

Good Christian men, rejoice with heart and soul and voice! 
Now ye hear of endless bliss: Joy! Joy! 
Jesus Christ was born for this! 
He has opened the heavenly door, and man is blest forevermore. 
Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this! 



Good Christian men, rejoice with heart and soul and voice! 
Now ye need not fear the grave: Peace! Peace! 
Jesus Christ was born to save! 
Calls you one and calls you all to gain his everlasting hall. 
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save! 

Calls you one and calls you all to gain his everlasting hall. 
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save! 

Collect: Eternal God, this holy night is radiant with the brilliance of your 
one true light. As we have known the revelation of that light on 
earth, bring us to see the splendour of your heavenly glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Proclamation of the Word of God –  

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah (Isaiah 52:7-10) 

Reader:   Hear what the Spirit says to the Church.  
All:      Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm 98 

Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvellous things. 
With his right hand and his holy arm has he won for himself the victory.  
The Lord has made known his victory; his righteousness has he openly 
shown in the sight of the nations. 
He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, and all 
the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 
Sing to the Lord with the harp, with the harp and the voice of song.  
With trumpets and the sound of the horn shout with joy before the King, 
the Lord. 



Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, the lands and those who 
dwell therein.  
Let the rivers clap their hands, and let the hills ring out with joy before the 
Lord, when he comes to judge the earth. 
In righteousness shall he judge the world and the peoples with equity. 
 
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to Titus (Titus 2:11-14; 3:3-7) 
Reader:    Hear what the Spirit says to the Church.  
All:      Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn of Response: O Little Town of Bethlehem  
words: Phillips Brooks music: (Forest Green) Ralph Vaughan Williams 
Public domain performed a Capella by the King’s Singers 

[During the singing, the light of Christ will be shared.] 

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 
yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

How silently, how silently, the wondrous Gift is given 
so God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven! 
No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 

O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, — our Lord Emmanuel. 

The Christmas Gospel – remain standing with candles burning 

Gospeller: The Lord be with you.  
All: And also with you. 



Gospeller: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
(Luke 2:1-20) 

All: Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
Gospeller: The Gospel of Christ 
All:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 
 
Hymn of Reflection: Silent Night  
words: Joseph Mohr, tr. John Freeman Young music: Franz Grüber 
Public domain performed a Capella by the Yoder Family 

Silent night! Holy night! All is calm, all is bright 
round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight: 
glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing alleluia, 
Christ the Saviour is born! Christ the Saviour is born! 

Silent night! Holy night! Son of God, love's pure light 
radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord at thy birth. Jesus, Lord at thy birth.  

The Sermon:   (all sit. Candles are extinguished.)   
 
The Affirmation of Faith:  (Nicene Creed) 

Let us confess together the faith which unites us, as we say, 

All: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all 
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 



and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father. With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He 
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession:  

Sisters and brothers, in peace let us pray to the Lord. (Silence is kept.) 

Father, in this holy night your Son our Saviour was born in human flesh. 
Renew your Church as the Body of Christ. Holy God hear our prayer. 

In this holy night there was no room for your Son in the inn. Protect with your 
love those who have no home and all who live in poverty.   
Holy God hear our prayer. 

In this holy night Mary, in the pain of labour, brought your Son to birth. Hold 
in your hand all who are in pain or distress. Holy God hear our prayer. 

In this holy night your Christ came as a light shining in the darkness. Bring 
comfort to all who suffer in the sadness of our world.   
Holy God hear our prayer. 

In this holy night the angels sang, ‘Peace to God’s people on earth.’ 
Strengthen those who work for peace and justice in all the world.   
Holy God hear our prayer. 

In this holy night shepherds in the field heard good tidings of joy. Give us 
grace to preach the gospel of Christ’s redemption.   
Holy God hear our prayer. 



In this holy night strangers found the Holy Family, and saw the baby lying in 
the manger. Bless our homes and all whom we love.   
Holy God hear our prayer. 

In this holy night heaven is come down to earth, and earth is raised to 
heaven. Hold in your hand all those who have passed through death in the 
hope of your coming kingdom. Holy God hear our prayer. 

In this holy night Christians the world over celebrate Christ’s birth. Open our 
hearts that he may be born in us today. Holy God hear our prayer. 

Father, in this holy night angels and shepherds worshipped at the manger 
throne. Receive the worship we offer in fellowship with Mary, Joseph and 
the saints through him who is your Word made flesh, our Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

Confession and Absolution: 

Dear friends, Christ the light of the world has come to dispel the darkness of 
our hearts. Let us turn to the light and confess our sins. (Silence is kept)  

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the 
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may 
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. 
Amen. 

May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw you to himself and cleanse 
you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, that you 
may behold the glory of his Son, the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
The Peace (please stand) 



Presider: Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and his name 
shall be called the Prince of Peace. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All: And also with you. 

Hymn of Offering: It Came Upon the Midnight Clear  
words: Edmund H. Sears music: Richard Storrs Willis 
Public domain performed a Capella by the Mennonite Hour Singers 

It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, 
from angels bending near the earth, to touch their harps of gold: 
"Peace on the earth, good will to men,  
 from heaven's all-gracious king!" 
The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing. 

Still through the cloven skies they come with peaceful wings unfurled, 
and still their heavenly music floats o'er all the weary world; 
above its sad and lowly plains they bend on hovering wing, 
and ever o'er its Babel sounds the blessed angels sing. 

And ye, beneath life's crushing load, whose forms are bending low, 
who toil along the climbing way with painful steps and slow; 
look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing: 
O rest beside the weary road and hear the angels sing. 

The Celebration of the Eucharist:   

Prayer Over the Gifts: 

Source of light and gladness, accept all we offer on this joyful feast. 
May we grow up in him who unites our lives to yours; for he is Lord 
now and for ever. Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 



Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:   We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right to give you thanks and praise, always and everywhere, 
mighty creator, ever-living God. We give you thanks and praise for your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, who for love of our fallen race humbled himself, and 
on this night was born of the Virgin Mary by the power of your Spirit, and 
lived as one of us. In this mystery of the Word made flesh you have caused 
his light to shine in our hearts, to give knowledge of your glory in the face of 
Jesus Christ. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to 
stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of 
sin into righteousness, out of death into life. In him we see our God made 
visible and so are caught up in the love of the God we cannot see. Therefore 
with all the angels of heaven we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your 
name and sing our joyful hymn of praise: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 
your glory; Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of 
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; and 
as we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit, that broken bread and wine 
outpoured may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 

On the night before he died, he had supper with his friends and, taking bread, 
he praised you. He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: Take, eat; this 
is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me. When 
supper was ended, he took the cup of wine. Again he praised you, gave it to 
them and said: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, in him we plead with confidence 
his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross. Bringing before you the bread 



of life and cup of salvation, we proclaim his death and resurrection until he 
comes in glory. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus: Dying you destroyed our death, rising you 
restored our life; Lord Jesus, come in glory. 

Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day when your kingdom 
comes and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. Look with favour 
on your people, gather us in your loving arms and bring us with  all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer: 

And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Breaking of the Bread:  

We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world. 
God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to light and life.  

The gifts of God for the People of God.  
Thanks be to God. 



Communion Song:  O Holy Night   
words: Placide Cappeau, tr. John S. Dwight  music: Adolph Charles Adam 
Public domain performed live by Amy Thiessen 

O holy night! the stars are brightly shining; 
It is the night of the dear Savior’s birth. 
Long lay the world in sin and error pining, 
Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth. 
A thrill of hope- the weary world rejoices, 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn! 
Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices! 
O night divine, O night when Christ was born! 
O night, O holy night, O night divine! 

2 Led by the light of faith serenely beaming, 
With glowing hearts by His cradle we stand. 
So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming, 
Here came the Wise Men from Orient land. 
The King of kings lay thus in lowly manger, 
In all our trials born to be our Friend. 
He knows our need— to our weakness is no stranger. 
Behold your King, before Him lowly bend! 
Behold your King, before Him lowly bend! 

3 Truly He taught us to love one another; 
His law is love and His gospel is peace. 
Chains shall He break, for the slave is our brother, 
And in His name all oppression shall cease. 
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we; 
Let all within us praise His holy name. 
Christ is the Lord! O praise His name forever! 
His pow’r and glory evermore proclaim! 
His pow’r and glory evermore proclaim! 



Prayer After Communion:   

God our Father, whose Word has come among us in the Holy Child of 
Bethlehem: may the light of faith illumine our hearts and shine in our words 
and deeds; through him who is Christ the Lord. Amen.  

Glory to God, whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we 
can ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in the 
Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Blessing: 

Announcements: 
 
Closing Hymn:  Go Tell it on the Mountain John W. Work, Jr. / traditional 
Public domain performed by Keith and Kristyn Getty 

Refrain: 
Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and ev'rywhere; 
Go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 

While shepherds kept their watching o'er silent flocks by night, 
Behold throughout the heavens there shone a holy light. [Refrain] 

The shepherds feared and trembled when lo, above the earth 
Rang out the angel chorus that hailed the Savior's birth. [Refrain] 

Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born; 
And God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. [Refrain x2] 

Dismissal:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. Alleluia!  

 


